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SUMMARY 
 
Atopic dermatitis is a skin disease that occurs after a type I hypersensitivity reaction, 
reaction which appears in individuals that have a genetic predisposition to produce excessive 
quantities of immunoglobulin E to certain environmental allergens: house dust mites, pollens, 
fungi, epithelia, hair, wool, feathers [1, 2]. 
In this study, the methods of diagnosis were applied to 65 dogs suspected of atopic 
dermatitis. The diagnosis of atopic dermatitis was established considering the following 
stages: allergologic investigation (anamnesis), clinical exam and specific allergic tests 
(intradermal skin tests). 
Intradermal skin tests were performed using Artuvetrin Skin Test Set, a commercial 
product manufactured by Artu Biologicals Company (Netherlands). The election spot was 
represented by lateral-inferior area of the thorax; this region was shaved on a surface of 15x20 
cm. The allergens were inoculated strictly intradermal, using a volume of 0.05 ml solution.  
The interpretation of intradermal skin tests was made 15 minutes after allergens’ 
administration. Positive reaction to an allergen was considered the appearance at the injection 
spot of a papule accompanied by erythema and pruritus.    
Allergologic investigation revealed the following aspects: maximum incidence of atopic 
dermatitis was noticed in dogs from the breeds German Shepard (12 cases, 18.46%), Boxer (6 
cases, 9.23%), Fox-Terrier (6 cases, 9.23%), Pekinese (5 cases, 7.69%), Bichon (5 cases, 
7.69%); the disease occurred with maximum incidence in dogs of 1-2 years (24 cases, 
36.92%), followed by dogs of 2-3 years (22 cases, 33.85%) and dogs with ages between 6 
month – 1 year (9 cases, 13.85%). 
Pruritus’ presence was revealed in 61 cases (93.85%); the most frequent locations of the 
lesions were the inguinal region (46 cases, 70.77%), axillar area (43 cases, 66.15%), inferior 
abdominal area (38 cases, 58.46%), auricular region (36 cases, 55.38%), dorsal-lumbar-sacral 
area (20 cases, 30.77%), head region (13 cases, 20.00%), perinea region (5 cases, 7.69%), 
interdigital region (3 cases, 4.62%). 
Intradermal skin tests revealed the following aspects: from all the 78 allergic reactions 
detected, mites situated on the first place (59 allergic reactions, 75.64%), followed by pollens 
(10 allergic reactions, 12.82%) and fungi (9 allergic reactions, 11.54%).  
The most affected breed was German Shepard and the most frequent etiologic agent was 
Dermatophagoides farinae. 
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